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his employers, there were no important successes on
either side. With ill-equipped armies, inefficient
generals, and brief campaigns, the contest dragged
along, and neither party could force its adversary to
terms.

Yet, as the years went by, both Spain and the
Empire showed increasing signs of weakness. With
Spain especially the strain of a long war, for which
she was ill prepared, resulted in a slow process of
disintegration. Under Philip II., Portugal had
been annexed to the Crown of Castille. But no
efforts had been made to reconcile the people of
that kingdom to their new lot; they were plundered
by the exactions of Spanish viceroys; their com-
merce diminished; their merchant ships were ex-
posed to the ravages of pirates; official positions
were sold to foreigners, and the country suffered
under every form of Spanish misrule.

When the forces of Spain were engaged in war
against France and Holland, the Portuguese saw
the opportunity to regain their national existence.
In 1640, an insurrection broke out, and the Duke of
Braganza, the heir of former rulers, was proclaimed
King of Portugal. The liberation of the Portuguese
was accomplished almost without resistance; the
Spanish were hated by all, and they were destitute
of any means with which to resist a popular move-
ment. In a few weeks, the whole of Portugal was
freed from Spanish garrisons, the ancient monarchy
was re-established and was not again to become
subject to foreign rule,
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